That language is the medium through which thoughts and ideas are transmitted is an indisputable fact, and this is especially true in the school room: Here language is the fundamental and essential basis for the acquisition of all knowledge. Personal experience is indeed a factor in much of our knowledge but, obviously, the experiences of others, brought to us through the medium of language, are far more potent and widespread in their scope.
The child who does not know English is undoubtedly handicapped. To discover how great a difference this makes, the children in two different kindergartens in this city were given psychological tests to determine their fitness for first grade work. The vocabulary test of the Stanford Revision of the Binet-Simon Scale was used to determine their language ability. It was not given strictly according to Terman's method of procedure, but was changed so that the child was given every chance to give a correct answer without actually telling it to him. In one kindergarten there were sixty-six children, ranging in age from four to six years, from American families of good stock.
In the second kindergarten the children came from homes where English was practically never heard. The difference in scores made on the Binet test, which is universally used on school children, is significant.
In Kindergarten I the test was given with very few deviations from the standard method. The changes made were in the wording of some of the tests above the age of the children. They She passed all the four and five year tests but making the patience rectangle. This she made in the wrong color. She repeated the sentences at the six year level and knew her right from her left hand. She also recognized the coins. Of the seven year tests she passed three, tying the bow knot, counting her fingers and describing the pictures. Mamie started to count the objects in the pictures and the examiner had to repeat the directions three or four times before she was on the right track. Her idea of the man paddling a boat, like another one of the children, was that he was "sweeping the water." Mamie's mental age was five years and ten months, one month above her chronological age. She was one of the four girls out of the whole twenty-eight who tested above age. Yet the actual quality of the answers was not as good as that of the four year children in Kindergarten I. Her definition of a chair was "for to sit," of table, "for to cat," of fork, "to eat the macaronies."
She told the examiner that the woman without arms couldn't close her eyes, and that the woman without a nose was sick. Of the one without a mouth she said, "Her ain't got 110 feets." Mamie's description of the pictures was barely adequate.
Dante was one of the three boys out of twenty-two who had an I. Q. of over one hundred. Results of these tests reveal a decided discrepancy in the language ability of the children of the two kindergartens. In one, the children will enter first grade knowing little or no English; in the other they will have all the knowledge of the language that is to be expected at their age.
Yet the public schools in one city are supposed to be standardized; one to be as good as another; the work in corresponding grades to be the same. As a matter of fact some children enter first grade with so little grasp on the English language that the teacher must first make herself understood before she can teach reading, writing and arithmetic, and while she is doing that the amount of grade work that she teaches is falling below standard. Just as the children in Kindergarten II fell below those in Kindergarten I on the Binet scale because they did not know the English language, so will they fall below in school work and at the end of their first year there will still be a great discrepancy. Congenital differences in children cannot be eradicated, but the School System can teach English to those who are handicapped because they do not know it. This great discrepancy in language ability of the children before they enter the first grade can at least be made a small one. Children under six years of age learn a language easily. Unless the schools give an adequate English vocabulary to those children who will not receive it at home, they are not performing their function of FAILURES DUE TO LANGUAGE DEFICIENCY. 237 education. At the present time the teacher of first grade in a foreign section of the city must first make herself understood and then teach reading, writing and arithmetic, using a very limited vocabulary in the process. She cannot spend all her time teaching English, so she must work in spite of the language deficiency of the children. She teaches what she can, but no matter how great her efforts she cannot produce as proficient candidates for second grade as can a teacher who has no language deficiency to cope with. Our schools are not standardized in actual practice and they will not be until the children enter first grade with equal equipment. One great difference, the knowledge of the language of the school, can be taught the children before they are given grade work. If this is done they will be able to learn reading, writing and arithmetic with much greater efficiency.
